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Engage Me or 
Enrage Me 

WHAT TODAY’S LEARNERS DEMAND
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The fact is that even if you are the most 
engaging old-style teacher in the world,  

you are not going to capture most of our  
students’ attention the old way. 

Marc Prensky -  2005 
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Digital Natives. Our students today are all “native 
speakers” of the digital language of computers, 
video games and the Internet.

 Digital Immigrant instructors, who speak an outdated 
language (that of the pre-digital age), are struggling to 
teach a population that speaks an entirely new 
language.

struggling to    



…an 11-year-old has very different social, 
cultural and cognitive backgrounds to a 15-year-

old. It is perhaps unsurprising that significant 
differences are apparent in the varying nature of 

technology engagement between and within 
these age group

The digital native – myth and reality 
Neil Selwyn

https://comminfo.rutgers.edu/~tefko/Courses/Zadar/Readings/Selwyn%20dig%20natives,%20Aslib%20Proceedings%202009.pdf

unsurprising
differences varying nature
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http://managingmydigitallife.wordpress.com/2014/02/08/digital-residents-and-digital-visitors-uosm2008-topic-1/
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For today’s  kids, technology is as 
fundamental as reading was for 
their parents & grandparents. It 
supports & underlies everything 

they do. 

Prensky  - Twitter March 2014

fundamental

supports & underlies everything 



http://www.stealthgenie.com/blog/digital-divide-is-technology-a-property-of-the-rich-only/



Take 
photos? 

Send a 
text 

message? 

Record 
audio?  

Allow you 
to make 
notes?

Connect to 
the internet?

Use apps?

What’s your phone like?  Can you  

Play games? 



Young people growing up in our time are 
not only immersed by  apps they’ve 

come to think of the world as a 
ensemble of apps.

The app generation - Gardner and Davies  Yale University Press 





Screenagers 



the word contains a clear implication: 
that teenagers are somehow more 

different than they used to be 
because their brains have been 

permanently altered by constant 
exposure to technology.

http://oupeltglobalblog.com/2012/03/16/teaching-screenagers-how-the-digital-world-is-changing-learners/

permanently altered by constant               
exposure to technology.
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The technology that was supposed to make 
young adults more astute, diversify their 
tastes, and improve their minds had the 

opposite effect.  

http://www.dumbestgeneration.com/home.html

http://www.dumbestgeneration.com/home.html


hyperconnectivity may be leading to a 
lack of patience and concentration; and 

that an "always on" ethos may be 
encouraging a culture of expectation and 

instant gratification.

http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/02/kids-cognition-is-changing-education-will-have-to-change-with-it/253782/

lack

a culture of expectation
instant gratification

http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2012/02/kids-cognition-is-changing-education-will-have-to-change-with-it/253782/


www.glasbergen.com - 

http://www.glasbergen.com/?s=install




Our students have changed 
radically. Today’s students are no 
longer the people our educational 

system was designed to teach.
Marc Prensky -  2005 



3Rs

Reading

(W)riting 

(A)rithmetic 

4cs

Communcation

Colloboration

Creativity

Critical Thinking



No technology  - books, televisions, 
computers and video games, or  the 

Internet by itself makes people good or 
bad , smart or stupid. Such technologies 
have effects only in terms of how, when , 

where and why they are put to use.

language  and learning in the digital age - Gee, James, Hayes

No technology

makes people

how, when 
where and why they are put to use



Digital media enhances the 
powers of language, oral and 

written.

language  and learning in the digital age - Gee, James, Hayes
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Skim
Scan

Detail 



Back to your phones…..

1. Take out your phone  
2. Open a new text message 

Don’t worry am not going to make you send a text ! 



Hi audience, what’s up? I don’t know if 
you are a newbie to text speak. If not 
no problems we’ll speak later 

Hi audience, sup? IDK if u r 
(a) noob 2 txtspk. If not np 
we’ll spk l8r 





!31

Coo 

Props 

Sup 

IDK 

WTF 

LOL

http://netforbeginners.about.com/od/internetglossary/tp/The-Top-Text-Message-Acronyms-of-2011.htm

Texting Abbreviations, 2014 
a Dictionary of Text Talk and Instant Message Jargon

BRB 

Emosh 

Tots 

NP 

Noob 

L8R

Cool 

Proper Respect 

What’s up? 

I don’t know 

What the xxxx 

Laugh out loud

Be right back 

Emotional  

Total (Totally) 

No problems 

Newbie 

Later

http://netforbeginners.about.com/od/internetglossary/tp/The-Top-Text-Message-Acronyms-of-2011.htm




•Easy to read / accessibility 
•Differentiation / anonymity 
•Portability 
•Accessed online / offline 
•Easy to personalise 
•Dictionaries  
•Note taking  
•Advantages for SEN



Speaking 

Listening 



Take 
photos? 

What’s your phone like?  Can you  

Play games? 
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http://oupeltglobalblog.com/2013/12/10/how-tablet-devices-can-help-with-mixed-ability-
classes/
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Writing 

Mobile phone stories 
Collaborative Writing  

Digital Story Telling   

Prompts / Support for writing  



S
A
M
R

ubstitution

ugmentation

odification

edefinition

Technical 
Financial 
Motivational 
Creation



Engagement



Thank you for listening
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Any questions 
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