	Learning to Listen 

A look at how to teach listening 


The lesson plan 

Stage 1: Do you have a phobia? 

What we did: Stood to the left / right and then discussed our phobias. In feedback we looked at what your colleagues said

Why? To activate your brain for the listening and possible language for the listening 

Stage 2: Make a list of phobias

What we did: Make a list of phobias, describe cartoon, phobia box from cbk
Why? All designed to make students think about possible words, give them a reason for listening and setting up a personalized listening

Stage 3: First Listening

What we did: Listening to confirm the phobias
Why? Gentle listening (just for gist) and personalized the listening

Stage 4:  Some pre-teaching

What we did: (Chinese Whispers) and the ‘spelling game’
Why? To prepare students for more detailed listening, focusing on what might cause misunderstanding and also to pre-teach key words.

Stage 5:  Listening for detail

What we did:  Listen to answer the questions from the cbk exercise.

Why? Give students chance to listen for detail.  We may choose to play this as many times as necessary for the students to get the information.  Also we should also students to discuss together before doing the class as this reduces stress. 

Stage 6: Retelling the stories

What we did:  The exercise from the book 

Why? To show students have understood the listening. 

Stage 7: Using the tapescript

What we did: Listen and read to help match words and pronunciation.  Highlighting the schwa to show how weak forms affect speech, gapfill to give further listening, highlight intonation.
Why? To help raise students’ confidence in listening and teach the features of speech that affect listening.

Stage 8:  Post listening

What we did: The remaining exercises in the book
Why? To give the students’ the chance to discuss what we listening to, which is how we often react in real life. 

Stage 9: Filler

What we did: Fillers
Why? To give the students’ the chance to talk about their phobias using the language modelled in the listening
. 
1. Chinese whispers

This is game that involves the students in two teams (if you want to make it competitive). The aim is to practice pronunciation. Whispering increases the challenge as it puts more emphasis on correct pronunciation.  Before the lesson you need to prepare some sentences to be whispered. These should include sounds students have difficulty with. So for Czech students it could be /v/ and /w/, /p/,/b/ at the end of words and so on.  You whisper the sentence to the first student and they whisper it down the line until the last student comes and writes on the board what they think the sentence is. The message should be compared with original with the teacher exploring with the students were they made mistakes and why.  

You could use this as a warmer in a listening lesson, using some of the sentences you think the students might have trouble with in the listening. You can find the sentences in the tapescript. 

2. 100 percent sure

This is a spin on a spelling test. Ask the students to make two columns on a piece of paper and at the top of one write 100% and the other not 100%.  Before the lesson look through the tapescript for words that are often spelt in someway different to how they sound. For example pneumonia has a silent ‘p’, the ough in words can be pronounced in different ways.  During the lesson, dictate the words. If the students think they can spell it, they write it in the 100% column, if not then they write it in the other column. Once all the words have been dictated, the students compare answers with their colleagues trying to find the correct spellings. If the students have a dictionary / you have access to class sets of dictionaries, they can confirm the spellings there. To finish the activity students write the word on the board and practice the pronunciation.

(NB: this stage works well as a pre-teaching vocabulary stage in any lesson) 

ghoughphteightteeaus
If GH stands for P as in Hiccough 

If OUGH stands for O as in Dough 

If PHTH stands for T as in Phthisis 

If EIGH stands for A as in Neighbour 

If TTE stands for T as in Gazette 

If EAU stands for O as in Plateau 

The right way to spell potato should be ghoughphteightteeaus

3. Using the tapescript.

Most coursebooks these days include the tapescripts so students can refer to them after the listening.  They can be used to visually show features of English pronunciation. For example
Intonation – ask the students to mark whether intonation is raising or falling. They mark it on the tapescript then listen to check. The teacher can drill the intonation with them prior to them reading the dialogues in pairs, groups etc.

Stress / Weak forms  - as above but students mark stress, no stress. This can highlight the use of stress on content words and show how unstressed vowels ‘disappear’ from speech.  
Word boundaries  - again a marking exercise, this works well  with monologues and long dialogues.  The students listen and read the tapescript at the same time.  As they follow the tapescript they should put a mark where the speaker pauses.  The aim is to show where word boundaries are.  A follow up can be for the students to try and read the tapescript putting the boundaries in different places.
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